SOUTHERN JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER
MISSISSIPPI JUVENILE JUSTICE PROCESS

Complaint

Citizen, Law Enforcement, other

Law Enforcement
Investigation

Temporary Custody

Intake

Intake/Probation officers review case and make
recommendation to Youth Court

Court without hearing may order
informal adjustment

— Warning/ Dismissal
Petition Counseling
Bifurcated Transfer Hearing
At motion of prosecutor or at Youth
Court’s discretion
For any crime if child is over 12
I
Adjudication
Court finds whether
allegations in petition are
true
Dispositional Hearing
Judge decides how to handle
youth
Probation/ Suspension Transfer Legal Youth Court Juvenile Detention
Conditional of Driver’s Custody of Child Work Program Center
Dismissal License To Department of Youth Maximum 90 day
Services or other sentences

organizations
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